CITY OF HOOPESTON
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
October 18, 2016
Call to order
Following the Pledge of Allegiance Mayor Crusinberry called to order the regular council meeting of the City of Hoopeston at 7:00 p.m. on October 18, 2016 at City Hall.
Roll call
Clerk Lane conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: Aldermen Ankenbrand, Florek, Houmes, Goodwine, Hamilton, McElhaney and Yaden as well as Attorney Mudd.
 Approval of Agenda
Alderman Yaden made the motion to approve the agenda seconded by Ankenbrand.  Agenda was approved 7-0.
Approval of minutes from last meeting
Clerk Lane read the minutes from the last meeting. Corrections to the minutes included Part VII Section (g) that Sam Cole’s study was done on the sanitary sewer system not the storm sewer, and Section (h) that Mayor Crusinberry reported for the Street and Alley department not the Water department.  Yaden moved to approve minutes as corrected seconded by Ankenbrand.  Minutes were approved as corrected 7-0.
 Public Comment
Darren Duncan reported for the Vermilion County Land Bank.  The first project of the Land Bank is securing and transferring the ownership of the Wildon Building to the “Save the Lorraine Foundation.”  Also there are grants available that the organization is pursuing.
 Payment of Bills
Ankenbrand moved to approve payment of bills seconded by Yaden.  Bills were approved for payment by roll call vote 7-0.
Reports of Officers
Ankenbrand reported that the 93 Ford F800 that the city is looking to purchase has been used by employees for cutting trees.  The purchase price of the truck is $17000.
Ankenbrand also reported he had toured the Tetrault Property on E. Washington St and noting that clean-up of the property had taken place, wondered what kind of inspection is needed of the property.  A discussion was sparked and it was mentioned that the matter may be a Civic Improvement issue.
Alderwoman Florek had nothing to report.
Alderman Goodwine had nothing to report.
Alderman Hamilton had nothing to report.
Alderman Yaden announced that bid opening for the perpetual care grave blankets will be Tuesday Nov. 1 at 10:00 a.m.  The new mower is on order and the cemetery will be installing a columbarium.  
Alderman Houmes spoke of upgrades being planned for the North Side park also known as “Cheese Park”.  A grant has been awarded in the amount of $8383 towards playground equipment.  $20,000 had previously been allocated for equipment/vehicles for the park.  The committee found that a Utility Vehicle has been located that will serve the purpose.  He made the motion to amend the budgeted amount reducing the $20,000 to $6,000 which would put $14,000 back into accruals.  The motion was seconded by Goodwine.  Roll call vote taken and the motion passed 7-0.  Houmes then made the motion to purchase the Utility vehicle for $6,000.  The motion was seconded by Goodwine.  Roll call vote taken and the motion passed 7-0.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Houmes announced that McFerren Park would be closed on Saturday October 22 from 8 am to 5 pm for the installation of Christmas Lights.
 Alderman McElhaney reported that Hoopeston’s Water tank was in the top 19 of 200 for the Timinick Tank contest.  The 100 year old fire hydrant can be seen at the water building.  Fire Chief Joel Bird stated that the fire hydrants should be a standard color so they are easier to locate.  There will be an upcoming Water/Sewer meeting announced.
 No Petitions to Council
Communications to Council
The JC’s will hold the Spooktacular downtown on Tues. Oct. 25 from 5:30 to 7:30.  ADM should be notified of the time so farmers hauling grain can be re-routed during this time frame.
NewWave rates will increase November 1.
 Unfinished Business
Mayor Crusinberry has not been in contact with owners of Rods Home and Auto regarding the collapse of their building.  Ameren will be working on rerouting power.
There is no update on the status of the Dyer Mansion.
 Executive Session
Alderman Yaden moved to go into Executive Session to discuss land acquisition.  The motion was seconded by Ankenbrand.  Council voted to go into Executive Session at 8:55 p.m. 7-0.
Yaden moved to come out of Executive Session seconded by Ankenbrand.  Council came out of Executive Session at 9:05 p.m. 7-0. 
New business
None
 Comments
The rebuild of the Williams’ house is coming along and two rundown houses have come down with another being painted.
Congressman Shimkus will hold a Traveling help Desk on Nov. 3rd.
Trick or Treating in Hoopeston will be October 31 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
The mayor will be accepting letters of interest for Ward II Alderman for two more weeks.
Election packets are available at City Hall during regular business hours.
Adjournment
Alderman Ankenbrand moved to adjourn seconded by Yaden.  Council adjourned at 9:10 p.m. with a vote of 7-0.

Minutes submitted by:  Gail Lane

